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“l long, as does every human

being, to be at home wherever |
find myself.” Maya Angelou again
instructs us.
Here at Bethany House we all
strive to see that each person is
at home when within these
sheltering walls or seated at this
welcoming table. There is a deep
sense of peace here — and safety, and security. In
the truest meaning of the word, Bethany provides
shelter to those who come to us ravaged by the
storms of life and often hardened by the bitter cold
of indifference. But Bethany is more than just
shelter — Bethany is being at home.

Recently, one of our young women spoke about
“feeling at home” for the first time in her life, even
though she had lived in good, decent places and
wanted for nothing. She said she did not know what
was missing in her life until she found this vague
and elusive reality called being at home here at
Bethany, among strangers who soon become family.

That longing to be at home surges up from deep
within us . . . we all know the feeling. And so, at
this sacred time of Christmas when home becomes
far more important to each of us, we thank you for
all you do for our families who struggle with the
crisis of homelessness - and the pain of not feeling
at home in this world. Your kindness, your
generosity and compassion make all the difference
to our children and their moms and we thank you
for providing the gift of being at home to all of us!
Christmas Blessings on each of you and on each of

your homes!  Sister flimee

What's an a Word: RMM

In today's world, one familiar phrase appears and is
repeated often: "Who's responsible?” Who will take
responsibility for a problem, a situation, a homeless
family? Anyone? Who cares about duty, obligation or
trust, when acting without responsibility is easier than
accepting the consequences of one's actions and
decisions?

The answer is a challenging one for all. When
irresponsibility prevails, many of its innocent victims
are children. They are not responsible for the situations
they have to face in their childhood - their lives are
often affected by choices and decisions made by
others, often without any awareness beyond a present
moment. Innocent children suffer the repercussions of
decisions made by others. These little ones cannot yet
care for themselves. They need someone to take
responsibility for them and for the nurturing and
restoring of their spirit.

That someone is often Bethany House. The Little
Prince instructs us, "When we become aware, we
become responsible.” Bethany House has been aware
of the needs of others for more than thirty years.
From the beginning, it has been our responsibility to
provide shelter, safety and services for those who are
not able to provide these for themselves. During this
Year of the Child at Bethany, we are coordinating our
efforts and programs to ensure our children's well-
being and development for a secure future. With help
from all of us, our mothers become aware that they
can return to a life where they will be able to be
responsible for themselves and for their children.

Isn't it our Mission to help our young families
become successful citizens who are capable of
meeting their obligations and being accountable for
their actions? Isn't that the real meaning of
responsibility for Bethany? Jossie Feninor

Random Acts of Kindnesg

Bethany House was a familiar name to Dot Knipscher. On several occasions, the
ladies in her church group had sent clothing there for the children, and Dot passed
Bethany’s wonderful house on Prospect Street each day when she went to work in the

Baldwin Library.

Dot remembered Bethany House again when she received her Stimulus Check. It
was an unexpected surprise, and because there wasn’t anything she really needed, she
thought that someone else perhaps might need it more. And so, Dot donated half of her
check to Bethany House to be spent on durable goods that were needed by our families.

The “super shoppers” at Bethany researched online and found the best buys for the

money: 4 new high chairs and 6 full-sized strollers! And now, six of our moms are

especially happy because they badly needed strollers for their children but could not afford them until Dot
made it possible. Their little ones are also enjoying their wonderful new “seats” at mealtimes, thanks to Dot!
Dot Knipscher’s thoughtful generosity has assisted many families, and will continue to do so as these high
chairs and strollers are quite sturdy! We truly appreciate Dot’s kind heart that resulted in this wonderful
blessing and all of the moms and children at Bethany sincerely appreciate our DOT for her wonderful and

loving Random Acts of Kindnegs!
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The average person spends 365 hours a month at home -

. imagine what it’s like not to have one.

Today, homelessness is a harsh reality for tens of thousands of Long Islanders
- and more than half of them are children.

Join ug at Bethany Houge in our efforts to change this reality -
provide a gift for a homelesg child or family as you help decorate Bethany’s Christmag Tree!

Along with a special ornament for one of Bethany’s Four Christmas Trees,

N e

A $10 donation will provide warm slippers for a little child.

A $15 donation will provide mittens and a hat for a homeless child.

A $20 donation will provide a cozy blanket and sleeper for a homeless baby.
A $25 donation will provide a new warm sweater for Mom.

A $50 donation will provide snow boots for three homeless children
or blanketg for a needy family of four.

A $100 donation will provide Christmas dinner for all our quests at one
of our houses and Christmag decorationg for Bethany's Apartments!

[Another Suggestion for Gifts for Our Guests: GIFT CARDS from some of the LESS EXPENSIVE Stores.]

YQQ! I want to help Bethany House to provide for the needs of homelese children and their
Moms at Christmas. Enclosed i my Donation for: $

NAME: PHONE

Please make your tax-deductible check payable to BETHANY HOUSE
and mail it in the enclosed envelope. Thank You go much!

“Unlegge someone like YOU careg a whole, awful lot,
nothing is going to get better. It's not.” Dr. Seuss

s X 8 W |
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Bethany’s COMPUTER CLASSES Begim!

On October 12, 2009, a milestone event occurred at Bethany South: eight women
from Bethany’s residences gathered in our new Computer Lab to begin an intensive
learning process to help them to attain the skills needed to effectively compete in today’s
job market. Although concerned that they might not be able to understand everything, all
agreed that they felt “privileged, thankful, honored and excited” to be there.

One could sense the women quickly developed a group spirit based on their mutual
enthusiasm and willingness to help one another. Although Juanita felt uneasy at first, she
said, “l have great classmates and we help each other. | know | can do this because |
have gained confidence and positive energy from them. We validate each other.” Veronica
noted, “I'm going to learn all that | can and use it to get much farther in life.” Many
mentioned long-term professional goals: Jocelin plans to find employment in a field “where
I can help many people and can care and provide for my children in a really good way.”
Chevelle wants to finish her Associates Degree in Office Technology, and said that these
classes “will put me ahead of the game!” Eugenia hopes to eventually have her own
home-based computer business. Florence expressed her feelings: “l enjoy learning and the
computer is what is needed in this time that we live - if you don’t keep up with the
changing times, you can’t even speak with your grandchildren.” Dayna agrees that this
will “help me be a better person for myself and for my kids.” Perhaps Patricia expressed it
best for everyone: “Wow - what an opportunity!”

Bethany’s Computer Program became a reality when José Aponte, Director of
Development, submitted the final version of an earlier grant entitled /mparting a Working
Knowledge of Computer Technology to Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy’s Office and
her staff, in turn, they recommended Bethany for funding through the Small Business
Administration. Brian Koonmen, our IT expert, was very successful in securing the
purchase of twelve new laptop computers at bargain prices.

Executrain, a nationwide business training organization, was then selected to
provide the training to our students under the vigilant supervision of José and Brian.
Whenever we have six or more students, we have our own class with our own teacher,
and these classes are conducted on-site at Bethany! In addition to the on-site classes,
each student can choose additional classes from the extensive curriculum offered by
Executrain at their Center in Melville.

Our first Class has graduated with excellent skills in basic computer and business
readiness. Our second session has already begun with twelve new, enthusiastic women.
We are all so proud of their accomplishments and impressed by their motivation and
commitment! We are confident that this program will continue to succeed so that our
young women will be able to build a better life for themselves and their children here at
Bethany.

Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy presents
a check for $127,700 to Bethany House for

our innovative Computer Program which
began October 2009.

%
{/nited States House of n(,",mn
Washington, DC 20515

DATE Ul 112000

8122700
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Patrick Maloney & Phil Guerra from Executrain, S. Aimee Koonmen,
. Jose Aponte, Jessie Fentnor, and Connie Kerwick-Kearns gather to
M.C receive the check from Congresswoman McCarthy.
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“UNLESS someone like YOU cares a whole awful lot

nothing is going to get better. It's not.”
The Lorax by Dr. Seuss

gomeone like YOU ... Jane Banfield

Twelve years ago, Jane and Stuart Banfield were urged by their Rockville Links friends Connie
and Bill Kerwick to participate in the Annual Golf Outing fundraiser for Bethany House. There was
only one foursome of women players — so Jane began to enlist other women to play at the outing!
That was the beginning of her long association with the Golf event and with Bethany. Jane was a
catalyst and today, more than a third of the players are women.

Throughout the years, Jane has participated in all aspects of this fundraiser and this past year
she was our Co-Chair Person for this annual event. Usually working behind the scenes, Jane knows
every person, every job, every connection, and every detail needed to make the Golf Outing a
resounding success.

In fact if you were to go behind the scenes at most Bethany events, you would find Jane
working wherever she is needed. At the annual Fashion Show and Awards Dinner, Jane helps the
models with their clothes, takes pictures, checks on the food, and gives out the prizes. Jane has a
knack of finding sources for donations, prizes and people to work. Our 30™ Anniversary Celebration
found Jane coordinating our food and activities, and many events that take place at our residences
throughout the year will likewise find Jane welcoming our visitors, giving a tour of the house, and
hugging a teary child!

Bethany was quick to recognize that a person with Jane’s enthusiasm and commitment should
be on its Board of Directors; and it was very appropriate that Jane chose to be on the Resource
Development Committee of the Board. When this group needed a new Chairperson, she stepped up.
This is a perfect match: Jane and fundraising, publicity, and the Newsletter. Not only does she
oversee the usual activities of this committee, she finds new ways to generate funds for Bethany. For
example, Jane and her good friend Joann Heckman decided that Bethany should publish its own
Cookbook. So they found a publisher, collected and organized recipes, and produced the first Bethany
House Cookbook. Jane is now busy gathering more recipes for a second edition.

Jane is always on the alert looking for new ways to help. One day a fellow volunteer and
friend, Greg De Verna, mentioned to her that every year the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee in
Rockville Centre chooses a worthy organization to receive some of the money they raise in their annual
fundraisers. Jane worked in preparing a presentation for the Parade Committee, and, of course,
Bethany was selected and received $ 12,000/

Jane is a person who can lead as well as she can perform on all levels. Throughout her many
successful accomplishments, she often relied on Linda Wilkonski to help her reach her goal. Linda
spoke to us about Jane: “She is the consummate volunteer. She rolls up her sleeves and gets involved
anyplace and at anytime - wherever she is needed. Not only is she happy to do it, she is absolutely
able to do it. Jane takes her commitment to Bethany very seriously: it’s in her heart and she feels
deeply about our mission of helping our women and children in need.”

It would be difficult to imagine Bethany without hearing Jane say, “I'll do it!” She exemplifies
the very Spirit of Bethany. We are so very thankful for this special person whose untiring and
unselfish efforts have meant so much to so many.

Jane is most definitely someone who cares...a whole awful lot! Thank you, dear friend!

‘V‘-é : §'§ é Jewic Fomtnon
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On October 29, 2009 we gathered in the Domus Room of the Nassau County Bar
Association to enjoy an entertaining evening with good friends which included a delicious
dinner, the presentation of our Annual Awards to our Outstanding Women and our Bethany
Angels and . . . our fabulous Fashion Show. We also were treated to the first performance of
Bethany’s new Gospel Choir [under the direction of Barbara Sparrow-Popel] as they lifted our
spirits and touched our hearts with their prayerful and moving renditions of Gospel favorites.

This year the Outstanding Woman of Accomplishment Award was given to three
women from Bethany: Veronica Smith, Jue-Ton Trent, and Florence Weisman. These gifted
women were chosen because they have faced many challenges in their lives and have
overcome them with dignity and grace, always finding the time to lift the spirits of others! By
their faithful commitment to Bethany House, they are always ready to help and inspire our
young women who face insurmountable odds each day. And so, we honor Veronica, Jue-Ton,
and Florence as our 2009 Women of Accomplishment. Congratulations to these wonderful
examples of love and concern!

Our Bethany Angels Award was presented to an energetic and dedicated group of young
women known as The Lancelot Theobald, Jr. Dancers. Last April, under the professional
direction of the gifted Lancelot Theobald, Jr., the group prepared and performed Hip Hop
Fusion Il as a special benefit for the needs of Bethany House, raising more than $9,000! The
Momz-in-da Hood™, a unique group of Hip Hop dancing moms who dance for fun, exercise and
charity [also under Lancelot’s direction] came to our Awards Dinner to entertain us. We
sincerely appreciate their enthusiasm and their commitment to raising money for worthy
causes, but most of all we honor them ALL for caring so much about Bethany.

Once again, the Fashion Show with Bethany’s moms and children stole the show when
they “walked the runway” as our models. Amid many smiles and lots of enthusiastic applause,
they showed off the latest winter fashions from The Strapless Dress in Lynbrook. A special
THANK YOU to Charlene Levine, Chairperson for the event, and to Linda Wilkonski, Jane
Banfield, and all the committee members who worked to make our event such a success. We
appreciate all their support!

> ' & o O
<4
Lancelot E. Theobald, Jr. Charlene Levine, Chair, and Linda Wilkonski Bethany’'s NEW Gospel Choir
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On July 20, 2009, Bethany’s Annual Golf Outing took place at Tam O’Shanter Club
in Brookville, New York. Don Di Brita and Jane Banfield co-chaired the event. Even
though the economy was a challenge to everyone, the weather was pleasant and the
crowd was energetic and friendly, as always. Since they say that a picture is worth a
thousand words, perhaps you will enjoy these photos, remembering the kindness of so
many generous people who made the day a great success! Thank gou all!

Connie K erwick-Kearns

Save the Daze{mm Next Golf Oitimg ~
July 19, 2010
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The Children’s Corner

Hi again, everybody - Shadrach here! ] promised that I would keep you
posted about my happenings at Bethany. Of course ] love the good food and
my wart bed. But most of all, I enjoy the love that everyone gives me. My
Special time is when the childreh come home frotm school and are SO happy
t0 see me! They hug me and T greet them with a Wagging tail and Kisses. We
have 3¢ Kids at present so I'm real busy!

Lots of times, we go outside to play in the autumn |eaves and have fun. 1
have to watcCh the little ones so they don’t fall. They like to watCh out for
me, to0 ahd -—-that has Caused a little probletm . . .you see, it seems that 1
have gained a few pounds because the children drop food ahd shacks on
the floor for me and, Of course, I GUICKIy Clean it up because it’s the right
thing to do! T’ trying hot to eat SO much and ] get extra exercise every day
s0 that ] can trim down for the holiday season.

A year ago, I had a very sad life, tied out in the cold whenever my owner
got tired of me. Because of Bethany House my sad memories are behind me
and ] enjoy nothing but happy days — just like all of the Kids here with me!

Qops — it’s time for my afternoon walk. ‘Hope your Christmas is real specCial!
Love, Shadrach X X X











